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Vibrio parahaemolyticus
Vibrio vulnificus

IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: Infectionwiththese Vibrio speciesoccursthroughingestionof
raw or inadequately cooked seafood, or food contaminated by raw seafood, or by rinsingfood
withcontaminated water. WWoundinfectionsfromeither of theseorgani smscan occur when
openskinwoundsareexposed towarm seawater.

They areassociated withthreemajor syndromes: diarrhea, septicemiaor woundinfection.
Vibrio parahaemolyticus typicallyisadiseaseof moderateseverity lasting 1- 7 days,
characterized by watery diarrhea, abdominal crampsand sometimesnausea, vomiting, fever and
headache. Vibrio vulnificus producessepticemiainpersonswithchronicliver disease, chronic
a coholismor hemochromatosi s; or thosewho areimmunosuppressed. V. vulnificus appears
12 hoursto 3daysafter eating raw or undercooked seaf ood, especially oystersand over 90%
of patientswhobecomehypotensivedie.

REPORTINGCRITERIA: Clinicd diagnosisinitidly; lab oratory confirmationrequiredtomeet
casedefinition.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FOR CONFIRMATION:
¢ |solationof theorganismfromstool, vomitus, blood or wound exudates. Special |aboratory
techniquesmay benecessary, soaertthepersonnel that Vibrio infectionissuspected, OR
¢ Ildentifyingonehundredthousand or moreorganismsper graminsuspected food product
(usudly seafood).

KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: A casethat islaboratory confirmed.
ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTIONMEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASESURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT NOTIFICATION:
REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATEHEALTHDEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY upon
recognition of acaseor suspected caseinatimeperiod not greater than 24 hours. If health
department personnel cannot becontacted directly, notificationshall bemadeby el ectronic
submissionor by telephonetotheemergency number of theDivisionof Epidemiology and
HedthPanning: 1-888-973-7678.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUIRED:
1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseReport Form — EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03).
2. Choleraand Other VibriolllnessSurveillanceReport-CDC 52.79 (Rev. 11/98)
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PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

e Educateconsumersabout therisksassociatedwith eating raw seafood unless it hasbeen
irradiated.

e Educateseafood handlersand processorson preventivemeasures.

CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCEAND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: 502-564-3418.

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, COMMUNICABLEDISEASE
BRANCH: 502-564-3261.

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, DIVISION OF LABORATORY
SERVICES: 502-564-4446.
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